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MINUTES 

July 14, 2008 
5:00 P.M. 

Council Office 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
V. Spencer, S. Marmarou, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, J. Waltman, S. Fuhs, D. 
Sterner, M. Baez 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
R. Hottenstein, C. Younger, W. Heim, J. Ayala, L. Kelleher, S. Katzenmoyer, T. Butler, 
C. Jones, D. Hoag, A. Boscov 
 
Vaughn Spencer, President of Council, called the Committee of the Whole meeting to 
order at 5:05 p.m.   
 
I. Executive Session 
 
Council entered executive session at 5:05 pm.  Litigation was discussed.  Council 
exited executive session at 6:15 pm. 
 
II. Award of Contract Project & Construction Manager 
 
Mr. Spencer reviewed the situation with the contract award.   
 
Mr. Waltman noted his request for an executive session to review the proposal from 
the recommended firm and have the opportunity to ask questions. 
 
Mr. Spencer noted that this issue is on the agenda for vote this evening.  He noted 
the need to take official action to move the process forward. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how long it would take to go through the 
process again if this contract is not awarded.  Mr. Hottenstein noted that it would 
take two to three months.   
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Mr. Waltman had expected to have the ability to review the proposal.  He stated that 
he cannot support awarding this contract without the additional requested 
information.  He expressed that he is offended that his request was not indulged. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed her belief that this is a complicated issue and 
those with expertise made this selection.  She noted the need to trust their ability 
and recommendation. 
 
Mr. Waltman reiterated that he had financial questions.  He feels this review would 
have been part of Council’s due process. 
 
Mr. Spencer questioned why this information was not forwarded.  Mr. Hottenstein 
noted that the proposal is confidential until the contract is awarded. 
 
Mr. Spencer informed Council that cooperation was promised at the beginning of the 
consent decree process.  Council was told by the Administration that they would be a 
part of the RFP process for contracts.  Mr. Sterner agreed to serve in this capacity.  
This cooperation did not occur.   
 
Mr. Spencer noted Council’s role in the awarding of contracts.  Council makes the 
final decision but most times do not have the necessary knowledge.  Council 
requested the ability to participate but was not given that opportunity.  They vote 
only.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned why Council did not inform the Administration 
of their wish to participate at the beginning of the process instead of at the end of the 
process.  Mr. Sterner voiced his agreement with Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
Mr. Spencer noted that as part-time Council members, it is difficult to get 
information when it is needed.  Mr. Sterner noted that the Administration has done 
its job and it is time to vote. 
 
Mr. Waltman again requested additional information.  Mr. Sterner noted that this is 
the fourth meeting at which this issue is being debated.  He noted there has been no 
movement by Council and that a vote is necessary to move forward. 
 
Mr. Spencer stated that Council’s questions have been ignored.  He noted his belief 
that the Administration is attempting to ignore Council’s concerns.  There is generally 
no response to Council’s questions or concerns.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested Council and the Administration sign an 
agreement of cooperation for future dealings with this project. 
 
Mr. Marmarou voiced his concern that Mr. Sterner was not included in the process.  
Mr. Sterner could have kept Council updated on the process and relay questions and 
concerns to the RFP review committee.  He noted the concern of citizens about the 
size and cost of this project.  He noted that citizens hold Council accountable for all 
issues, even those they have no control over.  He noted the need for the 
Administration and Council to cooperate.   
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested a resolution of intent be placed on the July 28 
agenda. 
 
Mr. Waltman noted that he does not support awarding this contract without the 
additional requested information. 
 
III. Giannasca Master Developer Agreement 
 
Mr. Spencer requested an update. 
 
Mr. Hottenstein reported that the document is currently being reviewed.  There is no 
update at this time. 
 
Mr. Spencer requested clarification on who was reviewing the document.  Mr. 
Hottenstein noted that it was Stevens & Lee. 
 
Mr. Spencer questioned why the PRD overlay was being introduced before the Master 
Developer Agreement has been signed.  Mr. Hottenstein replied that he will review 
this issue with the legal department.  Mr. Jones stated that the overlay can be used 
for any development in the area, not necessarily only the RiverView project.  He noted 
that the zoning would change only if development projects were brought forward and 
would otherwise remain unchanged . 
 
Mr. Spencer questioned if there was an urgency to pass this ordinance.  Mr. 
Hottenstein noted that there was not. 
 
Mr. Spencer noted that it will be introduced this evening and be referred to the Land 
Use Committee. 
 
IV. Cooperation Agreement and Voluntary Payment Agreement for Goggleworks 
Apartments 
 
Mr. Spencer questioned if the County and Reading School District signed the 
agreement.  He also questioned what would happen with this agreement if the 
apartments are not built. 
 
Mr. Boscov stated that the City currently collects $6,800 from property tax on these 
properties.  He stated that this amount would remain the same until the apartments 
are full.  He stated that at that time the amount would increase to $30,000 and 
would be adjusted every five years.  He stated that the Reading Housing Authority 
will be the owner of the property and that they are tax exempt.  He stated his wish 
that this agreement be in writing to ensure that Our City Reading continues its 
commitment to the City in future years.  He stated that the apartments will be built. 
 
Mr. Fuhs questioned if the property is sold to a for-profit company, if this agreement 
becomes null and void.  Mr. Boscov stated that the Housing Authority will own the 
property for 40 years.  If financial hardship hits, the property would revert to HUD. 
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Mr. Spencer questioned if the County has signed the agreement.  Mr. Boscov stated 
that the Reading School District has signed the agreement.  He noted that the County 
is not opposed and they will be taking action by letter, not formal approval.  He 
reiterated that this is to ensure payments are made in the future. 
 
Mr. Waltman expressed thanks to Mr. Boscov for all his work for the City.  Mr. 
Boscov noted that Governor Rendell will be in the City on August 8 for the ribbon 
cutting of the IMAX theater and to make several announcements.  He requested a 
guest list from Council for those who should receive invitations to this event. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that August 8 is also the anniversary celebration for 
the Pagoda.  She asked that these two events be coordinated. 
 
V.  Agenda Review 
 
Council reviewed their July 14 agenda. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted  
 
 

By:      
Linda A. Kelleher, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


